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MEMORANDUM

TO: R. Michael Bort, RFW

FROM: Paul Hess, WCC

DATE: November 25, 1987

PROJECT: REM II - EPA Contract No. 68-01-6939

DOCUMENT NO.: 130-RI1-10-FMWD-1

SUBJECT: Technical Review of the Skinner Landfill Phase I Rl Report

Dated November 1987

My remarks will be directed at the report's shortcomings with respect to
content, structure and procedures. The following comments are to be
noted. The LOE hour time restraint for this technical review did not

allow for an in-depth review of the report's facts, figures and .

calculations.

1. The report generally lacks information source references.

2. There is a lack of background information on regional as well as
local demographics, climate, land use, geclogy, hydrology and
hydrogeology.

3. The report lacks a section describing field activities as defined by
the site's Work Plan.

4. The report does not establish the site related chemicals and their
known concentrations (known on-site hazardous waste characteristics)
from leachate or intrusive analytical investigation.

5. The report does not identify the potential population at risk or the
media that may be impacted.

6. The report does not outline a procedure for screening the analytical
data for use in establishing the site related contaminants.

7. The report does not clearly establish indicator chemicals that are
to be used to evaluate the various media and their impact.

8. The present analytical tables should be developed into new tables
that reflect the media background values.

9. The analytical data tables should list each parameter's detection
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10. Background values for the various parameters are not well developed
in the report's discussion or tables for each media. The analytical
data collected at different periods of time cannot be co-mingled
without first screening out the meaningless variables below
background values and the removal of field and lab suspected
contaminants.

11. This report infers that limited new data from the Phase 11
activities will be co-mingled with Phase I data. The Phase I data
should be re-evaluated before more samples are collected. An
adequate number of background samples should be collected for each
media under study in order to eatablish a meaningful range of values
and/or statistical methodology for establishing background values.
Then the identified impact areas of the site (downgradient) should
be sampled.
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